Actions of a dopaminergic and beta 2-adrenergic agonist on O2 extraction by canine skeletal muscle.
We have shown that an unopposed stimulation of beta-vasodilator adrenoceptors can cause a decreased ability of skeletal muscle to extract O2 when O2 delivery was progressively lowered. The significance of this finding with respect to the application of dopexamine to cardiac failure or to any other condition that causes a decrease in peripheral O2 delivery, however, needs to be assessed when an appropriate increase in vasoconstrictor tone is allowed to occur.